
In a moment of tragedy, in a moment where we receive particular bad news, in a particular 
painful moment of our lives have you ever asked or heard asked, “What did I ever do to deserve 
this?”  We go through our lives and do inventory, look at all the good things I did, all the bad 
things I avoided, I never expected this to happen to me.  Why am I being punished? 
 
However, the readings today point us in the direction of repentance.  In the Gospel Jesus 
accounts two tragic events.  An act of human evil, Pontius Pilate sacrificing some Galileans at 
his pagan altar and an accident, the tower of Siloam falling on some innocent people.  In the 
second reading from first Corinthians St. Paul points us in the direction of punishment by God.  
The Israelites, after being set free from slavery in Egypt, are unfaithful to their covenant 
promises, so they die in the desert and do not make it to the Promised Land.  And in each case, 
what is the lesson to be learned? Repent because your day may come.   
 
But how do we make this progression?  How do we move from a sense of being cheated, of 
injustice to a moment of conversion?  Do not the experiences of unjust injuries, of suffering and 
deaths move us away from God and not towards God? 
 
In her commentary on the Our Father the philosopher Simone Weil when she comes to the line, 
“Forgive us our trespasses”, translates trespasses as debts, “Forgive us our debts as we forgive 
those indebted to us”.  She goes on to unpack that word debt.  She says that we human beings 
believe that the debts of the past always have a claim on the future.  We will be rewarded for 
the good we have done and will receive justice for the bad we have had to endure.  The 
universe is structured in such a way that there is some form of accounting ledger where all 
debts are balanced out.   
 
She goes on to explain that this is absolutely false and, in fact, the universe is actually 
structured in such a way that the exact opposite is true.  The ego, the I, has no permanence 
whatsoever; in fact, there are a multitude of forces that can destroy the ego at any moment.   
 
And she unpacks this idea, the knowledge of this truth, the contentment with this truth will 
lead us to remit all debts.  When we recognize that the Universe can go on without my story; 
when we realize that we are not owed any sort of permanence then we can forgive and we can 
be forgiven.   
 
Can we take a similar leap of faith?  What the Word of God describes today, senseless and 
unjust punishment and death do not sit well with us.  Such realities usually lead to anger, and 
drive us away from the God who did not stop this.   
 
Or we can listen and hear the Word of God that calls us to conversion, forgiveness and the 
repentance of our sins.   
 
 
 


